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From Be Water, My Friend: The Early Years of 
Bruce Lee
Genre: Biography
Bruce Lee is a martial arts expert and a movie star. 
In this biography, readers learn how Lee became 
involved with martial arts. He learned from Yip Man, 
who taught him many lessons about mastering the 
skills, as well as life.

Hands
Genre: Short Fiction
In this short fiction piece, a daughter talks about 
her mother’s hands. Uhmma’s hands tell the story of 
her lifetime. As mother and daughter walk along the 
beach, they reflect on a long and lovely life.

Cluster 2 Selection Summaries

Many people know Bruce Lee. 

He studied and taught kung fu

—a sport that uses the 

hands, feet, and body. Some 

people use martial arts to hurt 

others. But Bruce learned a 

different way.
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SHORT FICTION

Hands 119
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Connect Across Texts

In “Be Water, My Friend,” Bruce Lee learns that martial arts aren’t 

always used to  harm  others. In this short story, Young Ju learns 

something important from her mother. 

Uhmma’s hands are as old as sand. In the mornings, they 
scratched across our faces. Wake up. Time for school.

At work, her hands sewed hundreds of jeans. They knew 
how to make a meal in ten minutes for hungry customers. 

At home, they washed our dishes. They cleaned the floor. 
Uhmma’s hands rarely  rested . 

Key Vocabulary
 harm  verb, to hurt
 rest  verb, to not work

In Other Words
Uhmma’s Mom’s (in Korean)
sand the earth
scratched moved with a rough feeling
sewed made
jeans pants
customers people at a restaurant
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