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Cluster 3 Selection Summaries

Mathematics
Genre: Memoir
Alma Flor Ada shares how her great-grandmother, 
Mina, did her own mathematics even though she 
was never educated in this subject. Mina added and 
subtracted from her life in unique and special ways 
that go far beyond formal education.

Remember
Genre: Poem
Poet Joy Harjo encourages readers to remember the 
important lessons of life in this repetition poem.
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POEM

Remember 141

Connect Across Texts

In “Mathematics,” the author  remembers  the wisdom she learned 

from her grandmother. Now read this poem. What does the author 

want you to remember?

In Other Words
sundown the time when the sun goes down
the giving away when the sky turns dark

Key Vocabulary
 remember  verb, to think of 

something again

Remember the sky you were born under, 
know each of the star’s stories. 
Remember the moon, know who she is. 
Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the 

5 strongest point of time. Remember sundown 
and the giving away to night. 

by Joy Harjo


