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Behind the Veil
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Philip describes how he meets Nadia, a Muslim 
American girl, at a program for high school students. 
Initially, Nadia feels separated from the other 
teenagers. During an emotional talk, Nadia explains 
that behind her veil she is like any other teen.

The Simple Sport
Genre: Photo Essay
This photo essay tells how people all over the world 
share a love of soccer. Often called “the simple 
sport” because everyone can enjoy it, soccer is the 
most popular sport in the world. The essay describes 
how soccer is played around the world, including 
in the countries of: England, South Korea, Zambia, 
Brazil, and the United States.
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The Simple Sport

Call it soccer, football, or fútbol. It is one  sport  with many names. 
In the United States, we call it soccer. It’s the most  popular  sport in 
the world.

Soccer is called “the simple sport.” You can see why. It’s a game 
anyone can play. Players are young and old. They are male and 
female. They are rich and poor. Soccer is a sport everyone can enjoy. 

Soccer is a very old sport. The Chinese played games like soccer 
thousands of years ago. It was also played in Rome, Egypt, Europe, 
and Central America. These games changed over time. One thing 
has never changed. Soccer is still exciting.

Is soccer still popular today? Ask billions of soccer fans. They sit 
in crowded stadiums. They watch from their TVs. They cheer for 
their favorite teams. Ask millions of soccer players. They play in 
schoolyards. They play on fields. They play in stadiums. Soccer is 
the sport they love.

Let’s see how soccer is played around the world.

Connect Across Texts

In “Behind the Veil,” the author learns he has many things in common 

with someone from another culture. In this photo essay, learn how many 

countries share a love of soccer.

Key Vocabulary
 sport  noun, game
 popular  adjective, liked by many 

people

In Other Words
fútbol  soccer (in Spanish)
exciting  a lot of fun
stadiums  large, open places for playing and 

watching sports
cheer  shout with happiness
teams  groups of players

PHOTO ESSAY

by Sara Chiu


