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Alphabet City Ballet
Genre: Short Fiction
Marisol is a dancer. Her brother, Luis, plays soccer. 
One day, Luis criticizes dancers. Marisol gets angry 
and shares her dream of becoming a professional 
dancer. She shows her brother how hard dancing is by 
challenging him to try some ballet moves.

You Can Get It If You Really Want
Genre: Song Lyrics
These song lyrics are about working hard to achieve  
a goal.

As kids, Marisol and her brother, Luis, were so alike. 

But in high school, everything changed. How can 

Marisol reconnect with him?

by Erika Tamar
illustrated by Chris Vallo
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SONG LYRICS
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Connect Across Texts

In “Alphabet City Ballet,” Marisol works hard to make her  dream  come 

true. What do these song lyrics say about dreams?

In Other Words
Persecution you must bear  You must 

deal with people who treat you badly
your share  the part that you should have
set on  always thinking about

by Jimmy Cliff
Illustrations by CJ Zea

You can get it if you really want

You can get it if you really want

You can get it if you really want

But you must try, try and try, try and try

5 You’ll succeed at last

Key Vocabulary
 try  verb, to work hard
 dream  noun, something you hope for
 succeed  verb, to reach a goal

Persecution you must bear

Win or lose you got to get your share

Got your mind set on a dream

You can get it though hard it may seem now


