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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Tornado Survivor 261

Tornado
Survivor 
Called “the luckiest man on earth”
Adaptation of an article by Wes Johnson

News-Leader

Connect Across Texts

In “Two Were Left,” Noni fights to survive. This newspaper article 

is about another young man who survives. Compare their stories. 

What did it take for them to survive?

AMAZING JOURNEY
FORDLAND, MISSOURI, March 19, 2006—Matt Suter couldn’t 
believe how loud the sound was. It came from outside the trailer 
home’s walls.

The Fordland High School senior stood on a sofa. He struggled to 
close a window. Outside, rain and wind hit the trailer.

“It got louder and louder. It sounded like ten military jets were 
coming at us,” Suter said.

“Suddenly there was lots of pressure. The doors blew out. I looked 
at my grandma. The walls were moving. The roof was moving. The floor 
was moving just like Jell-O. I could feel the whole trailer tipping over.”

In Other Words
trailer small building
pressure pushing
tipping over falling on its side

Cluster 1 Selection Summaries

Two Were Left
Genre: Short Story
Noni and his dog Nimuk are stranded on an iceberg. 
As time goes by, Noni realizes he might have to kill 
Nimuk in order to survive. He creates a knife and 
gets ready to attack Nimuk, but Nimuk isn’t giving in 
without a fight. Inadvertently, they save each other.

Tornado Survivor Called “the luckiest man 	
on earth”
Genre: News Feature
Matt Suter was a senior in high school when he was 
ripped out of his home and carried 1,307 feet by a 
tornado. His incredible journey is told in this news 
feature about the power of tornadoes.


