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Surviving Katrina
Genre: News Article
Courtney Miles had a difficult life made worse when 
he became a victim of Hurricane Katrina in New 
Orleans. In order to help others survive, he stole a 
bus and drove strangers to safety. Then he created 
his new life as a true survivor.

Test Your Survival Skills
Genre: Magazine Article
This magazine article proposes challenges to readers 
on how to survive tragic situations. The answers show 
innovation from using a credit card to attract attention 
to using dentures to get water.
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MAGAZINE ARTICLE
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Connect Across Texts

In “Surviving Katrina,” you learn how Courtney Miles survived a 

disaster . Read this magazine article to see how you could survive 

a disaster.

 urvival experts often say that the way you 
think might be your most important survival 
tool. In an emergency, you need to be able to 
see ordinary things in extraordinary ways. 
Experts call this “lateral thinking.” 

Here are two true survival stories. Read about 
each situation. Then brainstorm. How did each 
survivor “think” his or her way out of danger? 

In Other Words
lateral thinking thinking in new and different 

ways
danger the situation that could harm the 

survivor

BY NICK D’ALTO
Odyssey, December 1, 2005

ILLUSTRATIONS BY CHRIS VALLO

CHALLENGE

C R E D I T  T H E S E  G U Y S 

W I T H  G E N I U S

A boat sank. Three friends were stuck on an island. Their radio was 

gone. Their cell phone wouldn’t work. Yet they rescued themselves by 

using a credit card. How was it possible? 

Key Vocabulary
 disaster  noun, an event that harms a 

lot of people, animals, or things
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