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FABLE

The Jay and the Peacocks 343

Key Vocabulary
 ordinary  adjective, something you 

see, hear, or do often
 exotic  adjective, something you do 

not see, hear, or do often

In Other Words
flock of peacocks group of birds with long, 

colorful feathers
pond small lake
content happy

Connect Across Texts

In “Frijoles,” Tony and Lincoln do something special in order to fit in 

with the Ono family. In this fable, a bird does something special, too.

One day, an  ordinary  jaybird flew by a farm. There he saw a flock
of peacocks.

To the jay, the  exotic  peacocks seemed to have a perfect life. They 
had good food to eat from a birdfeeder. They had cool water to drink 
from a lovely pond. Their colorful feathers caught the sunlight like a 
rainbow. The peacocks seemed very content.

Based on the fable by Aesop • Illustrated by Keith Baker

theJay and the Peacocks

Cluster 1 Selection Summaries

Frijoles
Genre: Novel Excerpt
In this selection, two exchange students try to cook 
a meal for their Japanese host family. Unfortunately, 
the delicious meal they planned does not turn out so 
well. They sneak out with their host brothers to buy a 
snack, but all the stores are closed. When they return 
home, they find that their host parents have prepared 
a delicious Japanese meal for them.

The Jay and the Peacocks
Genre: Fable
This fable tells the story of the jay who wanted to fit 
in with the peacocks. The jay ties peacock feathers to 
his tail and joins the flock, but he is soon discovered 
and must go back to the other jays. The jays are angry 
with him for not being true to who he is.


