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Cluster 3 Selection Summaries

The Right Moves
Genre: Short Story
When Maya Herrera asks Lena to be on her dance 
team, Lena is thrilled. Unfortunately, Lena’s quirky 
friend Lola is not invited. Lena soon finds out that 
being on Maya’s team is not so much fun. Lola gives 
her the encouragement she needs to continue.

I’m Nobody/Emily Dickinson
Genre: Poem/Biography
This pair of selections compares poetry with 
nonfiction biography. The speaker of the poem “I’m 
Nobody” expresses comfort with the idea of being 
unknown. The short biography of Emily Dickinson 
describes her as a solitary poet who lived a quiet life.

by Yeemay Chan
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POEM

I’m Nobody 389

I’m Nobody

Connect Across Texts

In “The Right Moves,” Lena gets attention when she performs . How 

does the speaker in this poem feel about getting attention?

I’m nobody! Who are you?

Are you nobody, too?

Then there’s a pair of us—don’t tell!

They’d banish us, you know.

5 How dreary to be somebody!

How public, like a frog

To tell your name the livelong day

To an admiring bog!

Key Vocabulary
 perform  verb, to show a talent to a 

group of people
 nobody  noun, a person who others 

think is not important
 somebody  noun, a person who others 

think is important

In Other Words
banish us make us go away
dreary boring
tell your name the livelong day talk about the 

same things all the time
an admiring bog a group of people who only 

pretend to admire you

by Emily Dickinson
Art by Sara Beazley


