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MEMOIR

Young at Heart 429

Connect Across Texts

In “Luck,” the characters’ view of what’s important changes. In the 

following memoir, the writer tells about his grandmother’s lifelong 

love of theater.

When she was eighty years old, my grandmother was still 
quite strong. Every two days, she walked for more than an hour 
to reach the marketplace. She carried a heavy load of food. 
Then she spent another hour walking home. 

My grandmother was quite old. But traces of her beauty 
were still there. Her hands, her feet, her face  revealed  that she 
had been an attractive young woman. Time didn’t damage her 
youthful  spirit .

Key Vocabulary
 reveal  verb, to show something that 

was hidden
 spirit  noun, the way you act, think, 

and feel

In Other Words
theater plays
a heavy load heavy bags
traces signs
an attractive a pretty
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Cluster 1 Selection Summaries

Luck
Genre: Drama
After much complaining, the villagers in a valley decide 
they would much rather live on the mountain. They pay 
to exchange houses with their mountain neighbors. 
When they see their neighbors now enjoying life in the 
valley, they pay to trade homes again.

Young at Heart
Genre: Memoir
The author of this memoir tells about his 
grandmother’s lifelong love of theater. While the 
author’s grandmother is eighty years old, she keeps 
her passion for theater alive. Her positive attitude 
enables her spirit to remain “young at heart.”


