
U n i t 	6

© NGSP & HB	 Fundamentals • Unit 6	 English

Cluster 3 Selection Summaries

The Gift of the Magi
Genre: Short Story
Jim and Della are a poor, young couple. One 
Christmas, Della sells her beautiful hair to buy Jim 
a chain for his pocket watch. When the gifts are 
opened, she realizes that Jim has sold his watch to 
buy combs for the hair she had sold. Their gifts are 
more precious because of the sacrifice each person 
made for the other.

Shoulders
Genre: Poem
In this poem, a man takes great care in protecting his 
young son from danger. This leads the poet to express 
a universal belief about the human condition. She 
suggests that the world will never be at peace unless 
all human beings take care of one another, just as the 
father does so instinctively with his son.

AdApted from A short story by o. henry
IllustrAtIons by JAmes bentley
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POEM

Shoulders 483

Connect Across Texts

In “The Gift of the Magi,” two young people give up 

precious  things for something more valuable—love. As 

you read this poem, think about what is most important.

Shoulders
BY NAOMI SHIHAB NYE
ILLUSTRATED BY MURRAY KIMBER

In Other Words
crosses walks to the other side of
gently carefully
splash get water on

A man crosses the street in rain,
stepping gently, looking two times north and south,
because his son is asleep on his shoulder.
No car must splash him.

5 No car drive too near to his shadow.

Key Vocabulary
 precious  adjective, having great value


