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Gray and Gold, 1942, John Rogers Cox (American, 1915–1990). Oil on canvas 91.5x151.8 cm, The Cleveland Museum of Art, Mr. and Mrs. William H. Marlatt Fund 1943.60.

by Richard Peck 

Critical Viewing: Effect What kind of feeling do you get from this landscape? How would you feel if you lived nearby?

Key Vocabulary
• category n., a group of items that
  are similar in some way

Theme for

by Langston Hughes
English B

Connect Across Texts

In “I Go Along,” Gene thinks about how people fit in at school. In 

this poem, the speaker also thinks about  categories  of people.

1 Make Inferences
Who is the 
audience of this 
poem? What clues 
tell you this? 
Record your ideas 
in your chart.

  The instructor said,

   Go home and write 

   a page tonight. 

   And let that page come out of you —

5  Then, it will be true. 

  I wonder if it’s that simple? 

  I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem. 

  I went to school there, then Durham, then here 

  to this college on the hill above Harlem. 

10  I am the only colored student in my class. 

  The steps from the hill lead down into Harlem, 

  through a park, then I cross St. Nicholas, 

  Eighth Avenue, Seventh, and I come to the Y, 

  the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator 

15  up to my room, sit down, and write this page:

  It’s not easy to know what is true for you or me 1

  at twenty-two, my age. But I guess I’m what

I Go Along
Genre: Short Story
Gene, an apathetic student, decides to go along 
when an English teacher takes her advanced class to 
a poetry reading. During the evening, another student 
helps Gene catch a glimpse of his own potential, and 
he starts to question his lazy attitude toward school.

Theme for English B
Genre: Poem
A student is asked to write about himself for his 
English class. He tells where he comes from, where 
he lives, what he does, and what he likes. Then he 
reflects on his race, and how people of different 
races can have things in common.
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