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Brother Ray
Genre: Autobiography
Ray Charles’s mother always wanted him to be 
independent. When he became blind, she made him 
do chores and sent him away from home to attend a 
special school. When she died, her influence helped 
him carry on and be strong.

Power of the Powerless
Genre: Memoir
As a child, Oliver couldn’t see, speak, move, or even 
use his mind. His parents and brother lovingly cared 
for him his whole life. Even though he was helpless, 
he filled their home with a powerful presence of 
peace.
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