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miss rosie
by Lucil le  Clif ton

Connect Across Texts

In “He Was No Bum,” firefighters intervened  to help Arthur 

Joseph Kelly survive . Who helps a needy woman in this poem?

  when i watch you 1

  wrapped up like garbage 

  sitting, surrounded by the smell 

  of too old potato peels 

5 or 

  when i watch you 

  in your old man’s shoes 

  with the little toe cut out 

  sitting, waiting for your mind 

10  like next week’s grocery 2

  i say  

  when i watch you 

  you wet brown bag of a woman 

  who used to be the best looking gal in georgia 

15  used to be called the Georgia Rose 

  i stand up 

  through your destruction

  i stand up 

Key Vocabulary
• intervene v., to get involved
• survive v., to live, to last

destruction n., ruin, wreckage

In Other Words
peels skins
the Georgia Rose a beautiful woman whom
 everyone loves
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Critical Viewing: Design Study the 
lines in this painting. How do they 
add to the work? Compare the feeling 
of the art to the feeling of the poem.

1 Language
Sometimes poets 
don’t follow 
punctuation or 
spelling rules.
What rule does
the poet break
in this poem?

2 Figurative 
Language/
Determine 
Importance
What figurative 
language does 
the speaker use 
here? What do you 
learn about Miss 
Rosie from this 
comparison?

He Was No Bum
Genre: Eulogy
Arthur Joseph Kelly had always wanted to be a 
firefighter. He fought in World War II and was 
damaged by shell shock. After the war, he went back 
to the fire station he had loved as a kid. A series of 
firefighters cared for him until he died.

miss rosie
Genre: Poem
The speaker of this poem is a witness to the 
misfortune of Miss Rosie. At one time she was 
beautiful, but now she sits alone in the street. She 
is an old homeless woman, wrapped in rags amid the 
odor of garbage.
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