A

e achieve (u-chev) v. to succeed or do well. If you
work hard, you can achieve your goals.
dat dworc, gianh dwoc

advertising (ad-vurtizing) n. media that
encourages people to buy, do, or use things. The
company uses advertising like TV commercials and
Internet ads to sell its new product.

sw quang cao

affect (u-fekt) v. to change something in some
way. You can affect the environment by using more
or less water.

anh hwéng, tac dong

affirm (u-furm) v. showing, saying, or proving that
something is true. My decision to volunteer at the
hospital was affirmed when | saw how happy the
patients were because of my visit.

khéng dinh, xac nhan, qua quyét

aggressive (u-gre-siv) adj. forceful, bold, and
willing to take strong action. She is an aggressive
soccer player who scores lots of goals.

hung hd, hung hing

alien (ale-un) n. a person who comes from
another country. When she moved to the U.S., she
was an alien in a strange, new culture.

ngwdi nwéc ngoai, ngoai kiéu

alternative (awl-tur-nu-tiv) adj. offering a choice
that is different from what is usual or expected.
The alternative movie was created and filmed in a
unique way.

khac

ambitious (am-bi-shus) adj. having big goals that

you want to achieve. The ambitious student studied

day and night to win the science prize.
tham vong

anxiety (ang-zi-ut€) n. worry, concern. | felt great
anxiety before | started my new job.
ban khoan, lo lang, lo au

appeal (u-pél) v. to ask for a good reaction. That
commercial appeals to my love of cars.
hap dan, 16i cuén, yéu cau
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arrogant (ar-u-gunt) adj. overly proud; thinking you
are very smart or talented. The arrogant girl acts
like she is better than everyone else.

kiéu ngao, kiéu cang

ashamed (u-shamd) adj. guilty or embarrassed. |/
felt ashamed about the way | had treated my friend
when | was angry.

xau hd, ngwong, mac c&

assemble (u-sem-bul) v. to put
something together. Assemble
the model car out of the pieces
in the box.

lap rap, tap hop

assume (u-stim) v. to think that something is true
even if you do not know that it is. He assumes that
I am poor because my clothes are old.

cho rang, nghi rang

authority (u-thor-u-t€) n. power over others.
Government leaders have the authority to
makq laws. .
quyén, quyeén lwc

B

bias (bi-us) n. opinions that affect the way you see
or present things. He couldn’t be partial because
he is too biased.

sw thanh kién

bond (bond) n. a kind of connection between
people or things. My sister and | are held together
by the strong bonds of family and love.

méi quan hé, madi rang budc

boundary (bown-du-ré) n. a line that separates two
places. This fence marks the boundary between
our yard and yours.

ranh gi&i, dwong bién giéi

boycott (boi-kot) n. a way to punish an
organization by refusing to use its product or
service. We will hold a boycott of the company’s
products because we don't like the way it treats its
workers.

s tay chay
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burden (bur-din) n. a heavy
thing that you must carry or
something difficult you have
to do or know about. Keeping
my brother’s secret was a
great burden to me.

ganh nang

capable (ka-pu-bul) adj. able to do something. We
are all capable of doing good and bad things with
our lives.

¢6 kha nang, c6 nang lwc

career (ku-rear) n. the kind of work a person does.
The artist began her career by drawing comics in
high school.

nghé nghiép, sw nghiép

cause (kawz) n. an idea you believe in and are
willing to fight for. I volunteer my time and money to
the cause of helping the homeless.

sw nghiép

cease (ses) v. to stop. The voices ceased when he
entered the room, apd it got completely quiet.
nglrng, dirng, het

circumstances (sur-kum-stans-uz) n. the situation
a person is in. There are many circumstances that
cause people to make ba,d choices.

trwong hop, tinh huong, hoan canh

collaborate (ku-lab-u-rat) v. to work together with
one or more people on a specific task or project.
My friends and | collaborate on group projects
for class.

cong tac

collapse (ku-laps) v. to fall down suddenly. The
man collapsed to the floor when he heard the bad
news about his son’s accident.

suy sup, sup d6, nga guc

commit (ku-mit) v. to perform, do, or carry out
something, often a crime. She committed the
crime of robbery.

thwc hién, lam, pham phai
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commitment (ku-mit-mint) n. something that you
continue to work on even when it’s difficult. He
shows his commitment to work by coming early
every day.

sw cam két

compassion (kum-pash-un) n. deep concern about
other’s suffering and troubles. I felt compassion
for the sad, lonely girl.

long thwong, long trac an

compose (kum-poz) v. to create something by
writing it. If you compose a poem, I'll compose
music to go with it.
soan, sang tac

confession (kun-fe-shun) n. something private or
secret that you tell. The boy made a confession
to his mother, because he felt badly about what he
had done.

sw thu nhan, thu toi

conflict (kon-flikt) n. disagreement, problem, or
argument. A story’s conflict is the main problem.
sw mau thuan, xung dét

conquer (kon-kur) v. to beat, to defeat. The army
conquered its enemy gfter a long battle.
danh bai, chien thang

conscientiously (kon-shé-en-shus-l€) adv.
carefully and thoroughly. Maribel conscientiously
researched all the facts before writing her

history essay.

mot cach tan tam, chu dao

consequence (kon-su-kwens) n. something that
happens as the result of another action. If you lie
to a friend, you may have to face a consequence,
like losing your friendship.

hau qua, két qua

constant (kon-stunt) adj. stays the same; without
any change. No matter what changes, my love for
my family will always stay constant.

khong dbi, bat bién
consumer (kun-sé-mur) n.
someone who buys or uses
something. Stores want
consumers to buy their products.
ngwei tiéu dung
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=
e contact (kon-takt) n. connection. I am still in disrespect (dis-ri-spekt) n. rudeness, lack of (o)
contact with my friends from first grade. respect. When children yell at their parents, they =
sw lién lac, sw giao thiép show disrespect. g
e contribute (kun-tri-bydt) v. to give. Students st bat kinh, vé le | —
contribute ideas to a group discussion. distracted (di-strakt-id) adj. unable to pay =>U
dong gop, gop phan attention. If you are distracted by too many -
« convince (kunins) v. to make someone believe activities after school, you may not have time for p)
something. My friend tried to convince me to buy h c.)meworfa -
the expensive magazine. bi sao lang 8
thuyét phuc « diversity (divur-sité) n. a variety W
of different people or things. =
D Having students from different E
desperately (des-pur-it-Ie) adv. a feeling of great countries creates diversity at
need. The doctors worked desperately to save the our school.
child’s life. sw da dang

dir doi, lieu mang dread (dred) n. great fear. The thought of death

e detect (di-tekt) v. to discover or notice something fills me with dread.

that was not clear. | detected uneasiness in sw khiép so, sw kinh hai
her voice.
phat hién, kham pha E

efficient (i-fi-shunt) adj. working well without
wasting energy. My efficient car gets 35 miles per
gallon of gas.

c6 hiéu suat cao, c6 hiéu qua

e device (di-vis) n. machine or tool that is used to
do a particular job. A cell phone is a device that
makes it easy to communicate.
thiét bi, dung cu

empathy (em-pu-thé) n. understanding someone

else’s feelings or behavior. | felt empathy for the

lonely boy and could feel his sadness.

sw thau cam, sy cam thong

devotion (di-ve-shun) n. love and dedication you
feel toward someone or something. Her poetry tells
about the great devotion she feels for her family
and friends.

sw suing bai, tan tam, hét long endure (in-dyur) v. to continue to exist for a
long time. Some old stories endure for centuries
because people love to read and hear them.
ton tai

discourage (dis-kur-gj) v. to make someone not
want to do something. His laughter discouraged
me from painting any more pictures.

lam nan Iong, lam chan nan entreat (in-trét) v. to ask, beg. | entreated her to
let me retake the test.

e discrimination (di-skrim-u-na-shun) n. unfair ) oo
( ) khan khoan, nai xin

treatment to people in a particular group. Racism

is a form of discrimination that focuses on a e environment (in-vi-ru-munt) n. all of the things
person’s ethnicity. that surround you. The race car driver’s work

sw phan biét déi xtr environment is noisy and stressful.

disgusted (di-skus-tid) adj. to feel turned off or moi trwong

very upset. [ felt disgusted when | saw the rude euphoria (i-for-é-u) n. great joy and happiness.
way he treated others. Our team was filled with euphoria after we won the
chan ghét, phan nd art contest.

niém vui swéng
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e evaluate (i-val-u-at) v. to decide how good or e grant (grant) v. to give or allow. My teacher

valuable something is. The teacher will evaluate g(anted us extra time to complete the project.
your presentation and then give you a final grade. cap, cho phép
danh gia

grief (gréf) n. deep sadness or sorrow. He felt
e evidence (e-vu-duns) n. information that helps great grief when his good friend died.

prove something. The detective looks for evidence ndi dau buén

that supports her ideas.

i s i * guarantee (garun-te) n. a promise. I'll make you a
chirng c&, bang chirng - & ) b Y

guarantee that you’ll enjoy the movie.
e expand (ik-spand) v. to increase or grow larger. Our ~ sw bao dam

group will expand if more members join.

mé& rong
heritage (her-u-tij) n. background, race, or ethnic
group you belong to. Your heritage includes the
traditions and beliefs given to you by your family,
culture, and society.
di san

expectation (ek-spek-ta-shun) n. belief about how
things will turn out. If you have high expectations,
you expect something to turn out well.

sw mong doi

expression (eks-pre-shun) n. the ability to
communicate in a creative way. Poetry is one form
of creative expression.

sw biéu 16, sw dién dat

historian (hi-stor-6-un) n. person who studies
the events of the past and interprets them. The
historian wrote an article about World War I.
nha lich st, str gia

humiliating (hyG-mi-le-a-ting) adj. very

fate (fat) n. the future that is expected to happen. embarrassing. A humiliating experience hurts

Many people believe that you cannot change your your pride.
fate, while others think that you can change it with nhuc nha, bé mat
hard work.

dinh ménh, s6 phan

identification (i-den-tu-fu-ka-shun) n. a feeling that
you understand a person or group of people. [ felt
an identification with the characters in the movie.
sw gan bé

e feature (fé-chur) n. the parts of your face. His big,
brown eyes are his best feature.
nét mat, nét dac biét

feud (fyad) n. an argument between two people,
groups, families, or tribes. The feud between our
families lasted for years.

imitation (im-u-ta-shun) n. something that looks or
acts like something else. | thought the painting was
real, but it was just an imitation.

sw han thu PO 7 .
o vat mé phong, sw bat chwéc
e impact (im-pakt) v. to have an influence or effect.
e generation (je-nu-ra-shun) n. people who are Do movies and celebrities impact the things you

about the same age. We can learn a lot from our choose to buy?
parents’ generation. tac dong, anh hwéng
the hé * impose (im-poz) v. to intrude. After a few days with
genuine (jen-yi-win) adj. real and not fake. He them, they felt he was beginning to impose.
thought that the statue was genuine gold, but it ap dat, ap dung

was really made of brass.
that, dich thwc
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improvisation (im-prah-vi-za-shun) n. something
done without pre-planning. When | forgot to prepare
a speech for class, improvisation was my only
option.

s (ng khau, sw trng bién

influence (in-flii-uns) v. to affect a person in some
way. Some people believe that violence on TV can
influence teens in harmful ways.

anh hwéng

e inherent (in-hair-unt) adj. something that you are
born with. She has always had an inherent sense
of courage.
von ¢o, ¢6 hivu

e inhibit (in-hib-it) v. to stop or hold you back from
doing something. | want to swim, but my fear of
water inhibits me.
ngan chan, kiém ché

e insight (in-sit) n. a new or special understanding
about something. The instruction sheet gave me
insight into how to use the machine.

s hiéu biét sau sac

inspire (in-splr) v. to encourage someone to take
action. A movie about an Olympic athlete inspired
me to start exercising.

thoi thuc

e integrity (in-te-gru-té) n. honesty. I trust her
because she shows integrity in everything she says
and does.
sw chinh trwe, trung thuwe

e interpret (inter-prut) v. to translate something
from one language to another. | often interpret
letters and notices for my parents, who don’t
read English.
dich

e invest (in-vest) v. to provide time, money, or
attention to help something grow. | invest money
in this business because | know it will earn more
money later.
dau tw

e investigation (in-ves-ti-ga-shun) n. careful search
or study that looks for facts. We only found out the
truth about the event after we conducted our own
investigation.
sw diéu tra, nghién ctru
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issue (i-shoo) n. an important topic or idea

that people are concerned about. How to stop
school violence is an important issue that affects
many teens.

van de

J

just (just) adj. guided by truth and fairness.
| admire leaders who make decisions that are
reasonable, fair, and just.

chinh xac, dung

juvenile (joo-vu-nil) 1. adj. for young people. The
Juvenile court is for people younger than eighteen.
2. n. a young person.
vi thanh nién

L

literacy (litu-ru-sé) n. ability to read and write.
Without literacy, it is difficult to complete a job
application, use the Internet, or read a map.
sw biét doc, biét viét

loyalty (loi-ul-t€) n. being faithful to someone or
something. The friends showed loyalty to each
other by staying together no matter what happened.
Iong trung thanh, trung nghia

luxury (luk-shu-ré) n. expensive things that you do
not really need. Is it a luxury to have two pairs of
dress shoes?
do xa xi

M

° major (ma-jur) adj. great in size or importance. We
have a major problem that is too big for us to solve
without help.

I&n, trong dai

majority (mu-jar-u-t€) n. a greater number of the
whole. Based on the results of the elections, you
can tell the majority has spoken.

phan déng, da sb

° manipulate (mu-ni-pyd-at) v. to influence or
control someone or something in a negative
way. That toy commercial uses popular cartoon
characters to manipulate kids into wanting new
toys.
16i kéo
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maturity (mu-choor-u-t€) n. the time when a
person has all the abilities of an adult. The girl’s
serious and responsible actions showed maturity.
sw trwedng thanh

media (me-de-u) n. different ways people use to
communicate, inform, and entertain. Newspapers,
radio, and TV are media that provide news and
entertainment to many people.

phwong tién truyén théng

melodious (me-lo-dé-us) adj. pleasant to hear, like
music. Whenever she sings, everyone enjoys her
melodious songs.

du dwong, ém tai

minor (mi-nur) adj. small or unimportant. My twin
and | differ in minor ways, but we think alike and
are interested in the same things.

nho

minority (mu-nor-u-té) 1. n. a group that has fewer
members than most of the people. 2. adj. Many
minority groups feel they are treated unfairly by
groups with more people.

nhém nhé, thiéu s6

motivation (mo-tu-va-shun) n. reason for doing

something or thinking a certain way. My motivation

for voluntee(ing is to help my neighbors.
sw thuc day

neglect (ni-glekt) n., v. to ignore or disregard. /
saved the kittens from the neglect they suffered
from the people who did not take care of them.
sw sao lang, bé mac, sw khéng cha y

objectivity (ub-jek-tiv-u-té) n. view or judgment that

is not influenced by personal opinions. We could
trust his ideas because of his objectivity.
tinh khach quan

obstacle (ahb-sti-kul) n.
something that gets in the way
or causes trouble. The fallen tree
was an obstacle on a road.

tré ngai, chwéng ngai
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 obvious (ob-vé-us) adj. easy to see or understand.
The answer to the riddle is obvious because
everyone knows it.
ré rang, hién nhién
ominous (ah-mu-nus) adj. threatening. The dark,
cloudy sky looked ominous.
dang ngai, bao diém xau

e option (op-shun) n. a choice. He had several
options for lunch.
sw lwa chon, tuy chon

° perceive (per-sév) v. to see something in a certain
way. People with different points of view perceive
things differently.
nhan thiee, linh hoi

e persistent (pursis-tunt) adj. continuing,
unchanging. The persistent woman kept asking for
help even thougf] everyone ignored her.
kién tri, dai dang
persuasive (pur-swa-siv) adj. believable enough to
make you do or believe something. The persuasive
man always gets people to help him.
c6 sirc thuyét phuc

* phenomenon (fi-nahm-i-nahn) n. something
different that people get really excited about. The
new music video is a real phenomenon; people
everywhere are watching it.
hién twong, sw ky la

ponder (pon-dur) v. to think carefully about. /
pondered the meaning of the poem for hours.
suy nghi, can nhac

portrayal (por-tra-ul) n. a representation or picture.
The movie was a realistic portrayal of his life.
chéan dung

poverty (pov-erté) n. the situation of being very
poor. People without enough money for food,
shelter, or clothing live in poverty.

sw nghéo nan

® precision (pri-si-zhun) n. exactness and
correctness. A stopwatch keeps track of time with
great precision.
sw dung dan, sw chinh xac
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prejudiced (prej-u-dist) adj. to form negative
opinions about others without thinking about the
facts. I try not to be prejudiced about people who
are different than me.

c6 thanh kién

pretense (pre-tens) n. the act of pretending to do
or be something. Some people try to act tough, but
my brother never shows any pretense.

sw gia vo, swra ve

privilege (pri-vu-lij) n. something special that
someone is allowed to have, be, or do. The football
team gets the privilege of leaving school early on
game dayg.

dac quyen, dac loi

prodigy (prah-duj€) n. young person who has
unusual skills for his or her age. They called the girl
a prodigy because she could play the violin when
she was four years old.

than dong

profession (pru-fe-shun) n. type of job that you
need special training to do. Because he chose the
medical profession, he spent years studying to be
a doctor.

nghé

profit (prah-fut) n. the money you make when you
sell something, after expenses are subtracted.
The bookstore increased its profits by selling more
books and magazines this year.

loi nhuan

prophet (pro-fut) n. someone who can predict
what will happen in the future. The prophet warned
us about the coming disaster.
nha tién tri

protest (pro-test) v. to say or
show you are against something.
We protest the unfair way the
students are being treated.

phan dbi, khang nghi

provider (pru-vi-dur) n. someone

who gives necessary things to someone else. My
mother is an excellent provider, because she gives
us food, shelter, and love.

nha cung cap
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provoke (pru-vok) v. to force a person or thing to
act. We hope our protests against the unfair law will
provoke the government to make a change.
kich dong, khien cho

R

racism (ra-sizum) n. belief that some races, or
ethnic groups, are better than others. The man
shows racism when he judges others because of
their ethnicity.

chu nghia phan biét ching toc

recall (ré-kawl) v. to remember something from
the past. | recall many happy memories from my
childhood.

nhé lai

recitation (re-si-ta-shun) n. speaking a poem or
other text aloud in front of other people. For my
class project, | will give a poetry recitation.

sw ngam tho, sw ké chuyén

reconciliation (re-kun-si-lg-a-shun) n. agreement
to make up after an argument. The men reached a
reconciliation by talking about their problem.

sw hoa giai

refuge (re-fyilj) n. a place of safety. My bedroom is
my refuge when | want to be alone.

noi nwong nau, noi nwong twa, noi tri an

release (ré-les) v. to let something go or set free.
Our teacher said he would release us from class as
soon as the work was finished.

tha, phéng thich, giai thoat

relevance (re-lu-vents) n. an idea that is important
and connects to another thing. The news story has
relevance to my own life.

sw lién quan

rely (ri-ll) v. to depend on. Do you rely on your
alarm clock to wake you up in the morning?
dwa vao, nh& vao

reputation (re-pyu-ta-shun) n. the way people think
about you. He had a reputation as a shy person
because he was always so quiet in class.

sw n6i danh, sw néi tiéng

resist (ri-zist) v. fight against. | resisted the urge
to scream during’the scary movie.
cwdng lai, chong lai, kim nén
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responsible (ri-spon-su-bul) adj. able to take care
of. If you borrow a pen, you are responsible for
returning it when you are done.

chiu trach nhiém

restore (ri-stor) v. to return something to the way
it was before. After we talked about our problems,
our friendship was restored to the way it used to be.
hoan lai, tra lai, phuc hoi lai

reveal (ri-vél) v. to show or display. He would never
reveal the secret of the magic trick.
bdc 19, tiét 16, phat hién

revolution (re-vu-li-shun) n. major or total change.
The American Revolution changed the government
of our country.

cudc cach mang

ritual (ri-chu-wul) n. set plan for or formal way of
doing something. Many cultures have rituals to
protect children from danger.

nghi thirc

salvage (sal-vuj) v. to save or rescue. | salvaged
my friendship by telling my friend | was sorry.

clru

segregation (seg-ri-ga-shun) n. separation of some
people from others because of race. In the past,
segregation didn’t allow black and white children to
go to the same schools.

sw chia tach, sw phan biét

self-esteem (self es-tem) n. feeling that you are
valuable; confidence in yourself. The confident girl
has high self-esteem.

Iong tw trong

shame (sham) n. a painful feeling that is caused
by embarrassment or guilt. He felt shame about a
mistake that he had made.

sw xau h6, mac c&

significant (sig-nifi-kint) adj. of great value or
importance. My friends and family are a significant
part of my life.

quan trong, y nghia
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skeptic (skep-tik) n. someone who doubts beliefs
that are generally accepted by others. My friends
believe in the legend, but I'm a skeptic who needs
more proof.

ngwei hoai nghi

solution (su-li-shun) n. the answer that solves or
fixes a problem. My team found a seolution to our
problem with the project.

giai phap

standard (stan-durd) n. way people judge or
measure things. According to the teacher’s high
standards; Mary was a great student.

tiéu chuan

stereotype (ster-e-u-tip) n. an idea people have
about an entire group of people. People say that
all teens are lazy and rude, but that stereotype
doesn’t fit me.

sw rap khuén

structure (struk-chur) n. way something is set
up or organized. My poem has a structure that
ingludes lots of rhyme.

cau truc

subside (sub-sid) v. to become less strong. When
a storm sybsides, the wind and rain slow down.
lang xuong, giam bét

successful (suk-ses-ful) adj. having done well.
The parents at the graduation were proud of their
successful children.

thanh coéng

survivor (sur-vi-vur) n. a person who overcomes
some hardship or manages to live through a
disaster. The police rescued the survivors of the
car accident.

ngwdi sdng sot, qua khaéi, tiép tuc ton tai

suspect (su-spekt) v. to believe that something
may be different from what it seems. | suspect
that she is lying.

nghi ng®
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e symbol (sim-bul) n.
something that represents or

e transform (trans-form) v. to change something in
an important way. | transformed my sketch into a

stands for something else. painting.
An eagle is a symbol of the bién doi
United States. A dove is a
symbol of peace. u
biéu twong unite (y-nit) v. to bring together. When neighbors
unite, they can change their community.
T doan két, hoa hop, théng nhat

talent (tal-unt) n. special
ability or skill. She has a
wonderful talent in music.
tai nang, ning khiéu

Vv

value (valyi) v. to think something is important or
useful. I value friends more than money.
quy, coi trong
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e technology (tek-nah-lu-g) n.
scientific knowledge as it is used in the world. The variety (vu-i-ut€) n. representation of many

car doesn’t run on gas; it uses different things. The people in the group represent
a battery-powered technology. a variety of backgrounds from all over the world.
céng nghé sw da dang

territory (ter-u-tor-€) n. a specific area of land that vulnerable (vul-nu-ru-bul) adj. weak and easily hurt;
belongs to you. A long fence marks the edges of helpless. The small child was lost and vulnerable
our farm’s territory. without his mother.

lanh tho khong dwoc bao vé, dé bj ton thwong

terror (ter-rur) n. feeling of great fear. The actress
in the horror movie had a Iqok of terror on her face.
sw kinh hoang, sw khiep so

token (to-kun) adj. one person or thing that is
included to supposedly represent a larger group. A
token female on the all-male team was supposed to
show that the group included both sexes.
dai dién

e trace (tras) n. small sign that shows that
someone or something has been in a place. The
police searched for fingerprints or any other trace

of'the man at the crime scene.
dau tich, vet tich

tragedy (tra-ju-dé) n. a terrible event or disaster.
The earthquake tragedy left people homeless, and
many children became orphans.

tham kich, bi kich

transcend (tran-send) v. to rise above or go
beyond. Art is something that transcends the limits
of language.

vwot qua
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