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Time Lines 
A time line show a series of important events. It tells 
about each event and when it happened.

Horizontal Time Line
A time line tells about special events in a person’s life. 
It’s called a horizontal time line because the lines goes 
from left to right ( ).

Age 3

My family 
leaves the 
Philippines  
and moves  
to the  
United States.

Age 5

I start  
kindergarten  
at a school in  
Los Angeles,  
California.

Age 8

My family opens  
a restaurant.

Age 12

We go back to  
the Philippines  
to visit 
relatives.

Age 16

I win 1st  
place at the 
High School 
Music Contest.

Unit 1, SE page 69: See more examples of timelines.
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Vertical Time Line
This time line goes from top to bottom ( ). That’s 
why it’s called a vertical time line.

�1929�
�Martin is born in Atlanta, Georgia.�

�1953�
�Martin marries Coretta Scott.

1963�
�Martin gives his “I Have a Dream” Speech.

�1964�
Martin attends the signing of the Civil Rights 
Act. He receives the Nobel Peace Prize.�

1967�
Martin is put in jail in Birmingham, Alabama.�

1968�
Martin is murdered.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a civil rights leader.

Unit 1, SE page 69: See more examples of timelines.


